Lé& ra mat Hiép hoi Luat su va Phu ta Phap 1y
goc Viet
Nguyén Phuc Hung

Houston la mot trong nhitng thanh phé ¢6 nhiéu cu dan gdc thiéu s nhat Hoa Ky, dac
biét la cu dan goc Viét. Trong doi song tai mot xa hoi phap tri nhu Hoa Ky, nhu cau
vé phap 1y ctia cac nhém dan thiéu sb, nhu nguoi gbe Viét, ngay cang tang. Ho rat can
cac dich vu phap 1y trong viéc khiéu nai hodc tranh tung vé moi mat tir gia dinh, di
tr(, thuong mai, kinh doanh dén cac quyen lo1 ca nhan.

Téi ngay 15 thang 3, mot budi 18 trang trong co tén 1 ‘The Love of Justice Gala’ dugc
t6 chuc tai Houston, dé chinh thirc gigi thiéu hoi 'The National Minority Lawyers and
Legal Assistants Association, goi tat 1a NMLLA'. Da sb hoi vién cua hoi nay la cac
luat su va phu ta phap 1y gdc Viét. Luat Su Nguyén Thién Trang, cha tich dau tién cua
Hoi1 cho nhiém ky 2012 -2013 giai thich vé tén hoi:

“Tén chinh cua hoi la ‘The National Minority Lawyers and Legal Assistants
Association’, xin nom na dich la ‘Hoi Cdc Ludt Suw va Phu Ta Phap Ly Viét Nam.’
Thdt ra té chirc nay khéng giGi han cho nguoi Viét Nam khong théi, ma danh cho cdc
ngueoi thiéu so (tai Hoa Ky). Ly do 1d tai vi chiing ta mudn la lam thé nao dé, sau 38
nam, khi ma céng dong Viét Nam da sang déy roi thi minh hoa nhdp vao trong dong
chinh cia dat nuwée Hoa Ky nay.”

Trong giai doan dau, theo 1o giai thich cua luat su Thién Trang, Ho1 chu tdm vao viéc
hoat dong tai Houston va da s6 cac dich vu 1a trong cong dong nguoi Viet. Van theo
161 LS Thién Trang, trong twong lai, Hoi s& no1 rong hoat dong ra toan qudc Hoa Ky
va cac nhom dén thiéu s6 khac.

“Hoi nay chung toi muon nham vao toan nwoc My, sé recruit rdt nhiéu ludt sw va phu
td phap ly. Chung t6i sé la coi nguén cho té chuc nay.”

Luét su Tran Thi Minh Tam 1a Cha tich Hoi dé)ng Quan tri ciaa Hoi noi vé chu dich
cua Hoi nhu sau:

“Cai chu dich chinh la dé ciing nhau trao déi kién thirc va cdi quan trong nhdt la lam
sao dé giit gin nén van héa cia nguwoi Viét Nam chung ta, ciing giong nhu la hoc cdi
moi cua cdc cong dong ban. Cdc ludt sw ciing ngoéi lai véi nhau dé lam sao lam nhitng
viéc can phdi lam cho déng bao tai ddy ciing nhw dong bao ciia ching ta & qué nha.”’

Luat su Thién Trang giai thich vé cac chuong trinh chinh ctia Hoi trong giai doan hién



tai 1a giup d& cac nguoi kém loi tirc vé mat phap 1y cling nhu chéng lai cac té nan
budn nguoi:

Muc dich cua Hoi la lam nhitng cong viéc twe thién cho nhitng nguwoi, thi du nhw moi
sang Hoa Ky, hodc cé lgi tire thap. Pong thoi gan ddy ciing cé rat nhiéu nhitng hoat
dong chong human trafficking la buén nguwoi, bat hop phdp, chiing téi sé ciing voi
South Texas College Of Laws, Immigration Clinic, ... sé gop mot ban tay tham gia vao
chwong trinh chéng nan buén nguoi.”

Luat sy Minh Tam déng y va cho réng trong giai doan khoi dau, Hoi cht trong dén
viéc giup do dong huong dang song tai Hoa Ky va nhitng nan nhan cua cac vu budn
nguoi tr Viét Nam:

“Cho t0i bay gio toi nghi cdi dau tién la minh phdi nghi t&i bén day trudc. Nguoi My
o cdu ndi rang ‘minh phai rao cdi dau cua minh truoc’. Toi nght rang nhiéu dong
bao cua chung ta o dday can dwoc giup do. Nhitng té trang buon nguoi qua day, buon
ban cdc phu nit va cac tré em, minh hay giup do tw dday, sau do chung ta cung ung ho
dé givip cho nhan quyén ¢ qué nha, t6i nghi diéu dé rat la quan trong.”

Luat su Thién Trang noi thém, 12 ngoai cac viéc cap thiét trén va cac chuong trinh vé
kién thurc luat phap phé thong hang tuan trén cac dai tuyeén hinh tiéng Viét tai
Houston, Hoi du dinh s& c6 nhiing khoa hdi thdo luat phép cho cong dong:

“Hy vong la mai ba thang, cung lam la méi sau thang, ching t6i sé c6 mot budi héi
thao mién phi cho cong dong Viét Nam, nhitng nguoi luong l‘hap c6 thé dén dé tim
hiéu vé ludt phdp, vé di tri, hoac la ching t6i co the lam cdc budi clinics dé lam di
chiic cho nhitng nguoi gia mién phi, khai thué mién phi, van van...”

Mot thanh vién trong ban ¢0 van cua Hoi 1a ludt su Steven Diéu, chia s€ niém han
hoan ctia 6ng trong budi I€ ra mat cia Hoi:

“Hgi nay la héi ciia nhitng nguoi tdp thé thiéu sé & trong cong dong ngwoi My nhung
ma dai da 6, la khodng 80%, nhiing nguoi thanh vién va nhitng nguoi lap ra hoi nay
la nguoi Viét Nam, hay la nguoi My goc Viét. Thanh ra cai nay ciing la mot su hdan
hanh cho tdp thé céng dong nguoi Viét tai Houston.”

Luat su Steven Diéu ndi 1a cong dong ngudi Viét tai Hoa Ky c6 nhiéu nhu cau can
deén su co van luat phap, nhat I1a v€ luat gia dinh va luat di tra dé khai bi thiét thoi
quyén loi:

“Luat Gia dinh gom co luon ca luat ly di, ludt bao tro con cai, ludt vé tro cap con cdi



va ngwoi phoi ngau. Cdi do la cdi ndng nhat. Poi véi tdp thé nguoi Viét Nam ciia
chiing ta mét phén ciing khd 16m la vé van d@é ludt di trii. Ludt di trii thi la thuong la vi
minh co nguoi than bao lanh con cdi, bao lanh cha me, bao lanh anh em. Hay la van
dé phéi ngau, tire la ldy vo ldy chong thi cdi van dé dé ciing la mét cdi khd 1om.”

Budi ra mat cia hoi 'The National Minority Lawyers and Legal Assistants
Association' dugc nhiéu ngudi trong cong dong coi nhur mot thanh cong va mot dau
méc lich st cla nguoi Viét sau 38 nam ti nan tai Hoa Ky. La mot Luét su tré thanh
dat va dang 13 Chu Tich ciia Hoi NMLLA, Luat su Thién Trang t6 1oi cam on cac thé
hé di trude da hy sinh mé duong cho gioi tré:

“Hom nay dwoc ra madt rat la tw hdo. Pau tién la xin dwoc vinh danh cong déng Viet
Nam, cdc chu, cac bdc, cac co, cdc anh chi da sang trudc, va da hy sinh lam cho con
duong cua ching em dé dang hon rat nhiéu. Chiing em luon luon mang on diéu do.
Pong thoi véi sw may man ching em c6 dwoc thi Hoi rat la tam nguyén dwoc danh
thoi gian ciia minh dé lam nhitng céng viéc tot trong céng dong. Hy vong ld c6 thé
gilip d& cho nhitng nguwoi nghéo. Ciing nhan co hdi nay rdt cdm on céng dong Viét
Nam da luon ung ho cho Hoi va hy vong Hoi sé lam nhitng mission, nhirng vai tro da
déra.”

Hién dién trong budi 18 ngoai kha déng dong huong con c6 nhiéu vi dan cir ndi tiéng
tai Houston va Texas. Bu6i 1€ con c¢6 phan trinh dién thoi trang do chinh céc luat su,
phu ta phap ly va gia dinh lam ngud61 mau dé biéu 16 sy hoa dong van hoa Viét M.



