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“Ngudi con gai song Hwong” doat giai nhat International

LGT: Sach cua W. Nicole Duwong (Dwong Nhu Nguyén), nit tham phdn Hoa Ky dau
tién goc Viét, vira doat luén gidi nhdt va gidi nhi cua cugc giai thuong sdch quoc té
2012 (International Book Awards 2012), dang tiéu thuyét da vin héa (category:
multicultural fiction), dwoc t6 chire boi JPX Media Group ciia Los Angeles, tiéu bang
California, Hoa Ky. Chao doi tai Hji An, Qudang Nam va dén Hoa Ky nam 1975,
Nicole tot nghiép Cur Nhdan Bdo Chi tai DH Southern Illinois, sau do Ti ien ST Ludt cuia
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DH Houston va LLM ciia Harvard. Tuéi 24, ¢6 di lam Tong Gidm Poc Vu Boi

Thuong Rui Ro cho Qudn Hoc Chdanh Houston, réi tot nghiép ludt sw nam 1984.

Hanh nghé ludt dwoc 18 nam thi co tro thanh gido sw luat thuc thu o dai hoc Denver .

Cé viét van tir khi con ¢ Viét Nam va la nguoi cudi cung doat gidi danh dw cudc thi

Van Chwong Phu Nit Toan Quoc Lé Hai Ba Trung ciia Viet Nam Cong Hoa. Cuén
“Con gdi ciia séng Hiwong” xudt ban nam 2005 gdy nhiéu tiéng vang.

Trich phan két ciia bai phéng van nay:

HLC: xin cam on c6 Dwong Nhw Nguyén. Ong Nguyén Ngoc Anh, Cwu Chii Tich céng
dong NVOG Arizona da viét cho t6i nhir sau trong nhitng trao déi cd nhdan qua mail
:“C6 dy (DNN) la vién ngoc quy, can dwgc kham phd (hay ding hon, can tao co héi
cho nguoi khdc kham pha.) Tu cach. Tham thuy C6 tinh tw dén téc. Cé chiéu sdu triét
hoc. Anh khong dung chit 'khon khéo' vi no thuong dong nghia voi khong chan thdt,
nhung co dy la nguoi biét cach tra loi dé 16i kéo ddc gia vé véi suy nghi ciia minh.”
To1 nghi, t61 da phan nao hoan thanh nhi€ém vu. Bai tdm tinh nay la co héi to1 gui
DNN dén véi moi nguoi. Trude toi dd c6 Luu Nguyén Pat, [1] Nguyén Xuédn
Hoang,[2] Viét Bing nhung cai cach mét phy nir dén véi mét phu nit nhu to1 dén véi
cd, ¢ 18 toi 14 nguoi dau tién? Con duong thién 1y c6 ngin hon ching khi c6 nguoi
kham pha? Xin tam biét va hen mdt tdm tinh khac. (Ngung trich)

-HLC: Xin chao C6 Dwong Nhuw Nguyén. Chuc mirng c6 da doat cung lic hai
giai nhat va nhi ciia “International Book Awards” nim 2012. Pugc biét Amazon
otri 2 tAc pham nay du thi trong khi ¢6 ving mit tai Hoa Ky. Nhw vy ai 1a nguoi
diu tién bao tin vui nay va cam twéng ciia co6?

DNN: Cam on chi Lan Chi di cho t6i nodi chuyén v6i dong huong. Amazon
dua sach dy thi va bao tin, nhung t61 khong nhan dugc vi khong c6 mat 6 My. Luc
do, t61 dang phuc vu chuong trinh Fulbright cua Hoa Ky ¢ ngoai qudc. Méi day, khi
vé My t6i moi biét, qua nha xuit ban Amazon.

2-HLC: Gia du bay gio' cho ¢ hdi twomg vé qua khir thi tam 1y ciia ¢d qua hai lin
doat gidi: nam 1975 gidi van hoc cia Viét Nam Cong Hoa va gidi International
Book Awards nim 2012 cé nhirng diém gi giong nhau va khac nhau?

DNN: Nam 1975, dang hoc 12 C Trung Vuong, t61 dugc gidi Danh Dy Van
Chuong Phu Nit Toan Quéc vao L& Hai Ba Trung. Trude khi dy thi, ba Hiu Truong,
Giam Hoc va Tong Giam Thi d¢i mang t6i di thap huong, quy lay truéc ban thd Hai
Ba Trung ¢ Sai Gon. Giai thuong trao ¢ Vuon Tao Dan cung voi nhiéu phu ni Xuét
sdc khac. Ngoai khanh vang con duoc quyén chon hoc bong du hoc trong 6 quéc gia.



Lan nay t6i khong vui méy va khong thé so sanh mot cach twong xtng dugc, vi
giai thuong bay gio khong co tam voc quoc gia nhu ndm 1975. Tuy nhi€n, c6 mot
niém an 0i: nhitng gi toi viét bang tiéng Anh da duoc doc va cong nhan gia tri.

Co mot diém tuong dong: Giai Van Chuong L& Hai Ba Trung 1a két qua cua cudc thi
“ngc danh”, hoi ddng gidm khao khong duoc biét tén cac thi sinh. 40 nim sau & My

cling thé. Ban to chtic International Book Awards hoan toan khong biét toi 1a ai, va

t6i khong hé biét ho.

Diém khac biét: Giai & Viét Nam dya trén sang tac viét cho cudc thi, chua bao gio

xuét ban. Giai & M7 bay gid dua trén tac phém da duoc xuit ban, do nha xuét ban cua

to1 dem di du thi.

3-HLC: Chiing ta di vao 2 tic pham doat gidi nhé. Cudén “Mimi and Her
Mirror” va cudn “Postcards From Nam” khéi sy ltic nao va viét trong bao lau?
Noi dung la gi?

DNN: Nbi dung: “Mimi and her Mirror” 13 mét trong 3 cubn cua bd trudng
thién tiéu thuyét noi vé viéc sup dd cua Saigon va 1ép ngudi Viét di dan dau tién: gisi
trung luu ciia xd hoi Viét Nam Cong Hoa (VNCH). Pay 1a mot tiéu thuyét vin
chuong hién dai dung nghia (modern literary fiction), di vao ndi tdm ctia nhan vat
chinh, khong phai tiéu thuyét thwong mai (genre fiction). Cudn th&r nhit (“Song
Huong”) n6i vé thoi Phap Thudc va cudc di tan 1975, nhan vat chinh 14 con gai dau
1ong ctoa mot nha gido. Cudn thtr hai (“Mimi”) ndi vé ngudi em gai. Cudn thir
ba (“Postcards™) , 18 ra viét vé ngudi em trai Gt nhung t6i lai viét vé& ngudi hang x6m,
mot thuyén nhan. Hinh nhu ddc gia Vi¢t Nam chua ai nhan ra réng bo ba tiéu thuyét
nay dua trén mot gia dinh trung luu cia VNCH 2 gai, 1 trai:  "Vieong Quan la chi,
néi dong Nho gia. Pdau long 2 d Té Nga...”

Chu trinh viét: T6i bat dau viét truong thién nay nim 1995 khi dang lam luat
su cho Mobil & A chau. Viét xong ban nhap dau tién cua “Song Huong” nam 1997;
“Mimi va Postcards” nim 1999. Hoan thanh 3 cudn vao nim 2000 thi toi bi xe tai
dung suyt chét. Sau d6 toi tir chdi viée lam & Texaco Chevron va di day luat; 3 cudn
sach bo vao tu vi viéc day hoc va bién khio nganh luat thuong mai & dai hoc Denver
rat nang né, doi hoi khoang 50 gio mot tuan.

Nam 2003, ty nhién nha Xut Ban Tu Luc Ravensyard goi dién thoai cho toi.
T d6, “Song Huong” dugc xuat ban. Pén 2009 thi Amazon Publishing, mot chi
nhéanh ciia Amazon Corporation, lga Mimi tor mgt cudc thi van chuong ho td chuc
cung v6i Penguin. Khi biét c6 3 cudn, ho mua hét ca 3. Tir trudc dén nay, t6i van
chua hé c6 dai dién mai ban vin chuong (literary agent). Do duyén nghiép ma
Ravensyard va Amazon tim ra t6i. Vi thé con duong xuét ban sach cta t6i c6 thé néi
1a hi hitu, trai véi thong 1¢ binh thuong.




4- HLC: cd dén Hoa Ky nim 1975. Chat liéu c6 lay tir du? Ca nhan minh va
nhirng nguoi ddng canh ngd chung quanh?

DNN: Tt nhimg gi t6i trai qua, biét, thdy, va ap dung vao canh tri gia tuong
cla tiéu thuyet mét phuong phap dung trong kich nghé goi 1a “sense memory
recollection.” Vai vi du: t61 dua vao tiéu thuyét canh gia dinh toi roi Viét Nam bang
may bay van tai C130; kinh nghiém ngoai doi cia toi khi hanh nghé qubc té truc
thudc Chau A khoang thoi gian My bo cdm van; va kinh nghiém t6i 1am viéc trong
nhirng t6 hop luat su 16n cua Hoa Ky. Ngay ca bdi canh lich st ciing 1a kinh nghiém
dai gia dinh cua t61, hai bén ndi ngoai. Thi du: cudc thanh trimg dia chu & Bic, cudc
di cur 1954, hai cudc tham sat & Hué (d@dn Mang Ca -- phong trao Can Vuong vdi vua
Ham Nghi —r0i Tét Mau Than 1968), viéc hai vua Thanh Thai va Duy Tan bj luu
day... Cudc sbng dam bac (nhung tu do va khong doi khat) cua cong chirc va giao
chue cti ¢ Saigon , rdi cude tranh sdng & My ma hoc van 1a dong co va phuong tién
tién than, cling chinh Ia cudc song cua to1 trudc va sau 1975.

Hai thi dy nita: dé biét canh thuyén nhan, dich than toi di ra bién 2 lan, ¢
Singapore va M3 Lai, bang tau nhd, roi leo 1én tau 16n dé vao bd. Chuyén ham hiép
phu nir hay tré em vi thanh nién trong Postcards va Mimi tr& thanh biéu tuong cho
cudc ham hiép van héa ctia ca mot thé hé hay dan toc: toi ciing hiéu tham trang nay vi
da tung la luat su thién nguyén cho nhiing phy nir va tré em bi bao hanh. (Pay la ly
do t0i quan tdm dén truyén ngan Boéng B¢ cua DS Hoang Di¢u, mét biéu tuong xuit
hién ngay trong long nudc Viét Nam . Tuy nhién 16i hanh vin hay cach dung biéu
tuong cua téi vé dé tai nhay cam nay khac han cb ta).

5-HLC: Nam 2005, cuén “Con gai cia Song Hwong” giy tiéng vang va duong
nhw gdm ca vai séng gié. “Mimi and her Miror” sé c6 nhitng hiéu &ng twong tw
trong cong dong Viét?

DNN: Toéi khong nghi thé. Cha toi nhd Ravensyard giri vai “review copies”
cho mot it bdo chi Viét Nam ma 6ng la doc gia trung thanh. Odi dm thay mot vai
nguoi Viét Nam nhan co hdi d6 cong kich tdi, chi trich 18i chinh ta trong “review
copies” va thoa ma ludn nghé luat cua toi. Theo thong 1€ cua gioi xuat ban Hoa Ky,
“review copies” la sach nhap duoc gui cho gidi diém sach trude khi stra ban kém.

DBong co chi la long ty hiém va nhu cau gay tiéng vang trong cong dong minh.
bay la van de ma li, phi bang, va quiy nhifu chtr khong phai song gié vin chuong,
ma ma ly quiy nhiéu thi phai dua vao toa an. That ra hién tugng nay thuong c6 mat
trong nhitng cong dong thiéu sé bi chan dong boi nhing bién ¢6 lich st va xdo tron xa
hoi. Khong ximg dang c6 chd dung trong ky tc tap thé.

"S6ng Huong" va “Postcards from Nam ” da dugc cac gido su cua VNCH ngay



xua dich cho cong déng ngudi Viét roi. Toi chua thay c6 nhu cau dich Mimi sang
tiéng Viét. Mimi 1a mot tiéu thuyét tdm 1y, van chuong (literary fiction), trong bdi
canh lich sir 1975. Mimi khong theo bt cir mot cong thirc nao. N§i dung, theo t61, kha
tao bao, doi hoi viéc hiéu tim ly nhan vat va cach dung biéu tugng.

6-HLC: Gi4o su dai hoc Florida State va nha vin doat giai Pulitzer, Ong Robert
Olen Butler nim 2010 nhin xét rang cd két hop tuyét voi giita vin chwong va
luit hoc. Ong ta néi vé tac pham “Mimi and Her Mirror”?Cé cé thé giai thich ré
hon?

DNN: Butler cho rang day 1a cudn tiéu thuyét xung dang duoc doc. Con sy
két hop gita van chuong va luét hoc la diéu ong noi vé tu duy va tién trinh nghé
nghiép ctia toi: vira lam luat su vira viét van.

7-HLC: Dugc biét ¢6 wa thich cac tac gia Graham Greene, Albert Camus, Pat
Conroy, Isabelle Allende, Vladimir Nabokov. Céc tic gia nay anh hwéng thé nao
dén céc tac phim cia c6 nhat 1a cuén “Mimi and Her Mirror?

DNN: Tinh nhan ban va tai nang cta ho l1a dong luc va khudén thudc cho to1
viét. Diac biét triét Iy nhan ban cua Albert Camus; nghé thuat viét chinh tri rét

wry” (chua chat ma hirng ho) cia Graham Greene; kha ning viét nhu vé& tranh vira

tuong hinh vira siéu hinh cta Isabelle Allende; cach trinh by qua strc xuc tich nhiing
cau chuyén kho ké nhat ctia Pat Conroy. Téi van con mong dugc dem hét nhitng diéu
nay vao chu trinh viét lach ctia minh. Ba cuén tiéu thuyét da xuat ban chi la budc dau,
gitp toi trd mén no van hoda vaoi lich st Viét Nam . Nghi¢p van chuong: t6i cho 1a
“Con Duong Thién Ly.”

Trong Mimi, t6i hy vong doc gia sé tim thay ciach mo ta goi hinh vé nhiing
bong ma cua qué khir, mdt chut chua chat vé lich st va chinh tri, nhitng tham thuong
kho noi vé nhitng ndi kho tdm phai vui lap, va mot chuat gi cua triét Iy nhan ban.

8-HLC: Téi to mo rat mudn biét co doc cai gi va anh hwéng cai gi tir Vladimir
Nabokov?

DNN: Tbi da tra 161 van dé nay, ding trong sach dich Postcards from Nam, do
Vin Méi xuit ban. Toi than phuc Nabokov vi dng viét van 3 tht tiéng: Anh, Phap,
Nga. Vian chuong cta 6ng vira bi tham vira khoi hai. Sy ti mi vé chi tiét thi tuyét voi,
va 6ng hoan toan dung ngoai cai goi 1a dao dirc. Piéu nay t6i khéng chap nhan duoc:
t61 khong thé viét mot cach phi dao dirc nhu 6ng.

Song Huong” cua t6i gidng Lolita cia Nabokov ¢ diém trong tiéu thuyét co
mot tinh yéu trai cim. Nhung tinh yéu trong Séng Huong” 1a tinh yéu dich thyc, duoc



thing hoa thanh s¢i gidy gan bo giita hai van hoa trai nguoc, qua dong lich str, con
Lolita theo toi chi la 4m anh toi 16i (obsession) vi c6 su chiém doat va huy hoai nguoi
minh yéu.

To1 hy vong trong Mimi, doc gia sé thay su ti mi cua ngh¢ thuat mo ta, trong
bi tham ciing c6 nhitng diém khoi hai tha vi, cling nhu van dé dao dic, dugc biéu
tuong khong nhiitng qua cac nhan vat anh hung, ma con qua nhan véat "phan dién."
Nghé thuat viét vin go1 do 1a "hero" va "anti-hero."

9-HLC: Bit phap nao thuwong dugc sit dung cho “Con gai ctia song Huwong” va
“Mimi and her Miror”?

DNN: t6i viét theo vo thic nén khong chu trong but phap. Goi la cach ké
truyén thi dung hon. Voi "Séng Huong,” toi viét nhu ké lai mot cuén phim, nhung
khong di "dudi da" nhan vat vé tam ly, ma trai lai, t61 dua trén ky uc cua nhén vat.
Soéng Huong 1a su két hop giita 3 hoi ky cua 3 nhan vat nii: ba cd, me, va con gai.
Con ba ngoai thi ludn ludn c6 mit, nhung khong viét hdi ky. Tam trang cua nhan vat
ba ngoai dugc dién ta qua hdi ky cta 3 nhan vt kia.

Vé6i “Mimi,” toi viét bang cach di sau dudi da nhan vat. Ciing ¢ “hdi tuong vé
qua khr,” nhung khong dua trén nhat ky ctia nhan vat.

10-HLC: Dworc biét ¢6 wa thich nha vin Khai Hung. Téi rat thu vi khi thay cé
nhan xét rit tinh té khi néi rang doc Khai Hung, cd lién twéng dén Beethoven.
Bao gio co bt tay vao viéc dich mot truyen ngan cia Khai Hung va do sé€ la
truyen gi? Ngoal Khai Hung, ¢6 c¢6 nghi rang can gi¢i thi¢u cho thé gidi biét
nhiéu hon vé viin chwong Viét Nam qua ban dich cta ¢6? Va néu vay c0 s€ uwu
tién dich nhirng tac gia nao?

DNN: Toi khong chi yéu thich Khai Hung (KH). To6i xa x6t cho 6ng nhu xa
x6t cho chinh minh va cho nudc Viét Nam . Vin chuong cua KH khéng ¢ tinh trim,
trang trong, bao quat nhu Beethoven (dich chit dark, grand, panoramic), nhung ca 2
d6i véi toi déu la nha cach mang tu tuong va ngh¢ si lang man — ho dua chung ta di
vao nhing gidc mo tuyét di.

Néu co6 dip, t6i s& dich “Anh Phai Song (Khai Hung viét chung voi Nhat
Linh). MJdi lan nghi dén Bic Viét, t6i luon mudn hoi, "Pé Yén Phu & dau?" bé Yen
Phu 14 noi thang Bo, Cai Nhon, Cai Bé, Khong Anh Phai Sbéng." “Anh phai song,
chi 3 chi, 1a tat ca triét 1y cua doi nguoi, thé nhung, ngudi phu nit da chon cai chét
mot minh thay vi chet ca do1, vi “Bo, Nhon, va Bé” — cling 3 chit — con nguoi sinh ra
dé biét bo, 16n 18n, roi bé lai, va me hy sinh cho con tirc 1a bao vé su trudng ton cia
nhan loai.

Chiac chi Lan Chi s€ ngac nhién, nhung t61 cling s€ dich "Ong P Bé," loai sach
Hong ma Khai Hu:ng viét cho con nit -- glac mong cua KH, va giac mdng cua t61!

Chic chén toi cling s€ phai dich Trong Mai”, biéu tugng cua tinh yéu, cai dep,



bo bién Viét Nam hinh chi S, va cudc cach mang san bang giai cap trong tinh yéu doi
Ira.

Ngoai Khai Hung, chic toi s& chon mdi tac gia sau diy mot truyén ngan ma toi
wa thich: Thach Lam, Thé Lit, Lan Khai, Trang Duong, Nguyén Manh Coén, Nguyén
Mong Giac, Dodn Qudc S§. Toi ciing s& vu tién cho mot truyén ngin rat khé dich va
c6 18 it nguoi biét “Nhimg Ngay Can Sita” cuia Minh Quan.

9-HLC: Vang, xin chia sé véi co vé suy nghi “ Mdi 1an nghi dén Bic Viét 1a tu hoi
12 Pé Yén Phu & dau”. Téi ciing thé. “Pdi ban” ciia Nhit Linh da dé trong tdi
mot xi hoi, mot phong cianh va mot viin héa rat dic trung Bic Viét va khién toi,
mot cd gai Bac roi qué hwong tir 1954, di cw vao Nam, ludén hoai niém vé mot
ving dat cia giong ho.

Tam ngung dé tai viin chuong & day. Hoc luat, nir tham phan ngu’o’l Vlet
dau tlen va bay gio nir vin si Viét dau tién chiém giai Hoa Ky ma vin con viét
dugc tleng Viét. Co con dam mé trong lanh vuc héi hoa. Co thia vi véi cai ma c6
goi 1a “Art in Frugality”. V&i nhirng gi co trong tay luc do, tir but chi, bat mue
dén son moéng tay, son mdi, cd phiac hoa trong 20 phut va chi danh 40 phit con
lai dé hoan chinh birc hoa. Tdi tw héi nhw vy 1a “sang tao tuy hitng” hay “sang
tao theo ly tri”? Vi sao co tu diat cho minh mot ky luat nhw vay?

DNN: D¢ 1a "sang tao bdc ddong" vi khong con sy lya chon nao khac. Ky luat
thot gian ma thoi, chtr khong phai 1a ky luat cua viée tao hinh. Toi khong ¢ diém
phuc duoc hoc v& dén noi dén chén. Ly do: t6i chon nghé luat dé sinh nhai, trong giai
doan cong ddng ngudi Viét con phoi thai, it nguoi hoc ludt, lai “bi” cac t6 hop luat
cia My thugc loai “mega’ ' chiéu cb, t6i ludn ludn phai lam viéc qua nhiéu gio trong
nganh luat, khong thé theo dudi nghé thuat nhu minh mong mudn. Bit budc toi phai
hoan thanh hoa pham trong vong mot tleng -- c4i gi hién ra trén mat phang 1a cai L gi toi
mudn noi bang vO thue. Néu ti mi vé& nhiéu gio, tirc 1a téi v& nhiéu birc nho, mdi birc
khoang 1 tiéng, rdi hop lai thanh mot buc 16n. Toi goi viée v& voi cia minh 14 "sang
tao thd so" (Raw Art, khong theo trudng phai nao cd), "sang tao theo ngau hung"
(inspirational) va "sang tao theo vo thirc" (subconscious painting). No6i chung 1a sang
tao cua nguoi khong hoc vé (L’ Art Brut).

10-HLC: Co da ép luat phai chung song voi van chwong trong tac pham cua
minh. Thé con h01 hga? Cach chung song trong van chwong cua hoi hga “ made
in Nicole” mang sic thai gi?

DNN: Toi da gidi thich ¢ trén. Xin no61 thém nhu sau:

Luat va van chuong: To6i ludn luén cong nhan do 1a hai théai cuc. (Xin doc bai




nghi luan cia toi vé van dé nay dang trong tap chi ciia dai hoc California/Los Angeles:
vé phuong dién sang tao, t6i khong dong ¥ véi luat gia-tu tudng gia-thim phan
Richard Posner trong gidi tri thirc My. Ong ta chu truong luat, vin chuong, va kinh té
c6 thé lién két voi nhau -- ca 3 bd mon c6 thé nhdp mot!

V& va viét: Trai lai, hoi hoa va vin chuong thi rt d& gap nhau. T6i két hop hai
bd mon nay trong Postcards from Nam, bdi canh di dan va thuyén nhan. Van chuong
va hoi hoa chi 1a hai con dudng dé con ngudi di tim cai dep.

Vin chuong chung sdng v6i hoi hoa a la Chez Nicole: toi viét van y hét nhu vé
tranh hay lam phim: c6 lic phac hoa, c6 luc cling ti mi. T6i di theo "stream of
consciousness" (ludng y thirc thoi thic bang vo thic), vi' thé tiéu thuyét cua toi
khong ké theo thoi gian tinh, va c6 thékhé doc cho mét sb doc gia.

11- HLC: Tir vin chwong roi hdi hoa, Cé c6 nghi twong lai minh sé cé nhirng
dam mé méi dé tir d6 kham pha méi va hy vong thanh cong méi hay khong?

DNN: Téi mudn duoc nin tuong, lam dd gém, lam phim, kién tao san khau,
kién tao cac vii diéu, va vé kiéu 4o, trang tri nha cura va cam hoa, van van. Poc gia co
thé khong biét, nhung dam mé 16n nhat cua to1, theo sat to1 song song voi ngoi but tu
hoi tim bé, 1a 4m nhac. Néu toi dé tinh vé hoi hoa — gi ciing duoc (anything goes), thi
nguoc lai, t61 vO cung kho tinh vé am nhac. Néu troi thuong, t0i muon di tir van
chuong dén san khau va nhac kich. Ngoai am nhac va viét, thi toi thich 1ap luén, tc la
thich trao doi quan diém va ddi chiéu tu tudng.

12- HLC: Péc gia nao khong biét chit vilng DC c6 thé biét. Ong Pham Ba Vinh,
chit nhiém Séng Thin & DC ¢6é néi ring Co mic 4o tir than va hat trong mét budi
nhac ciia cu Nguyén Tuc, rat hay. Ca nhan tdi di c6 dip nghe ¢ hat nhac ngoai
quoc trong mét sinh nhét ciia Cé6 Thom. Giong hoi khan, rat dat tiéu chuian cho
mot dong nhac ngoai. Nhung c6 1€ tam ngung hoi hea va cac by mon nghé thuat
tai day. Quan sat Duong Nhw Nguyen, toi nghi rang cé vé nhw co dwoe thwong dé
wu dii va giip kha nhiéu may man, 6 c6 thay vay khong? Pep, hoc giodi, thong
minh, thong thao Anh Viét dé co tac pham van chwong trong ca hai ngon ngir.
Véi s wu dai cua thuong dé, c6 da lam gl dé duy tri Va phat trién nhirng tai
niing bam sinh, nhirng von troi cho? Cu thé hon, nhan sic 4y trang sirc gi cho
doi, van chwong ay néi gi cho doi, kién thirc luit 4 ay ctru vot gi cho doi va hoi hoa
ay to diém gi cho doi?

DNN: T6i khong cam thidy minh may man vi “dep hoc gidi thong minh.” Con vé
“thong thao Anh Viét” thi phai hoc roi phai hanh. Cai may méin doc nhét 1a t6i khong
phai vuot bién sau 1975. Su kém may man thi rat nhiéu , dic biét 1a bi nguoi chung
quanh hai vi ganh ty chang han. Hon nita, sinh ra 1am dan ba va phai séng gitra hai



dong van hoa, bude dau 1975 khong ai dan dat, chura han 1a mot may mén. Nguoi may
man duogc troi dai ngd 1a ngudi “khong dep, khong hoc gioi, khong théng minh” ma
van thanh cong va sung sudng, co du0’c tat ca nhimg gi x4 hoi ao wdc. Ngbi mat ma
an bat vang” thi qua thyc la may man troi cho

Vé nhimg van dé chi Lan Chi d4 sau sic néu lén:

Nhan sic: Ai dep hon Thuy Kiéu? Tham Thay Hing? Ava Gardner? Marilyn
Monroe? Chuyén gi xay ra cho ho? Séc dep 1a phu du. Thi du: nam 2000, bi xe van tai
dung, t61 bi thuong & mat. Nhu duoc on trén bao vé, mat td6i khong bi tan pha du co
chin thuong. O tudi nay, t6i cong nhan: Sic dep phai tir trong toat ra ngoai. Mon
trang strc chinh la ganh nang.

Thong minh va tai ning xut ching, dic biét hon ngudi: Chuyén gi da xay ra
cho Cao Ba Quat, Nguyen Tral H6 Xuan Huong, va ngay ca Nguyén Du cta chung
ta? Nguyen Du séng doi quyen quy, nhung toi cho rang dinh ménh cua ong ciing
tham khéc: mot rung chuyen vé ¥ thirc hé, ké si va than phan nhuoc tiéu trong nhimng
chuyén di st qua Tau, va ndi c6 don ma 6ng da phai ganh chiu. “Bdt tri tam bich du
nién hdu, thién ha ha nhan khap Té6 Nhw?”

T6i xin dan ching thém mot cau nira ldy tir mot cudn phim cua Hollywood ,
no6i boi nit tai tor Susan Sarandon: “The world is made for people who aren't cursed
with self- awareness.” Thé gi6i ndy danh cho nhiing ngudi khong phai chiu 1oi
nguyén cua tri thirc. (Tri khong c6 dau sac, c6 nghia 1a “biét”).

13-HLC: Ving, c6 nghia 1a nhan siic d6i khi 1a tai hoa va chir tai lién véi chir tai
mét van. Tuy thé, téi nghi ring c¢6 vin con “n¢” t6i hai cAu héi. No' vi vin
chwong cua c6, da noi gi cho ngwoi phu nivt VN, da c¢o6 “gidi thoat” cho ho mét vai
gidy tréi nao khong? Kién thirc luat da tirng giap cho phu nitr VN dwoe nhirng gi
va hoi hoa véi sang tao boc dong da l1am “mém” long ai chwa?

DNN: Cau hoi tuyé¢t voi. Vén dé can duoc dit ra cho nhirng nhan vat noi tiéng
khac cua Viét Nam vi ho da ting duoc qu?m ching Viét Nam ton sung!

Quan niém cua toi: viéc do luong anh huong ctia mot ¢4 nhan trén tap thé, lai
12 mot con dudng thién 1y thtr hai! C6 khi dd chét roi, sy do ludng van chuwa ngi ngil.
Pay la cuu mang cia tat ca chung ta. Toi mudn nédi dén mot tir tiéng Anh, 13y tir tiéng
Phap, goi 1a “Noblesse Oblige.” Tam dich ra tiéng Viét 1a “nghia vu.” Trong mdt bai
dién thuyét cho hoc sinh thi1 khoa va 4 khoa cac truong trung hoc ¢ Texas , toi di giai
nghia tir ndy bang cach ké lai cdu chuyén ma cha toi ludn ké cho cic con nghe:
chuyén con voi cua Ptrc Tran Hung Pao. S€ nhéc lai & dip khéc.

O day t6i phai tra 10i chi Lan Chi mot cach cy thé:
1) Nhan sac: Co thé dem phuc vu tha nhan. Dién hinh 1a Huyén Tran Cong
Chtia. Nhan sac cling c6 thé 1am phy nir &m than va tao cong danh (trudong hop cua tai



tir Pia Zadora chang han. Ngay ca con ngudi tai ning Georgia O’Keefe ciing da pho
truong cai nhan sic rit dic biét cia minh qua éng kinh cta nguoi ban doi.) C6 thé vi
t6i qua doc 1ap, cho nén tir trude dén gio, t6i chua hé muon di theo thong 1& & My, lay
tén mot nguoi dan ong lam tén minh. Trudc sau, 6 dong chinh t6i van 1a “Ms. Duong”
lic nao cling phai tranh song. Nhan sac néu c6, c6 thé da giup toi _gap mot s6 nguoi
rat dic biét, nhung néi chung, nhan sic 1a ... vo tich sy, chi lam tén thi gio, ton tién
bao dudng va an dién ma thoi!

2) Tu tuong: Trong luan an & Harvard, “Phu nit Viét Nam : chién si va thi si.”
t61 néu 1én 8 yéu t6 rui ro khi phai ddi dién véi van dé nit quyén & Viét Nam trong dau
thap nién 1990 — dugc gidi han 1am vé luat & My coi 1a “seminal” (chinh yéu, ndi
bat). Tu lac d6 cho dén bay gio, co tac dung gi khong ¢ nude Viét Nam ? Thua
khong. Tuy nhién t61 hy vong rang, luan an s€ la niém an ui cho bét ctr phu nir Viét
Nam nao phai chiu dung bat cong xa hai, vi su chién ddu v&i hoan canh phai bat dau
bing ¥ chi tu dudng tinh than: Y thuc rang tit ca chung ta déu co thé trd thanh chién
sT va thi si: tir Trung Vuong cho dén Ho Xuan Huong, ca hai déu tré thanh bat ti!

Tir d6, trong sudt hon thap nién trong nghé khoa bang, 8 tap nghi luan cua t61
dugc dang tai trong dong chinh: tir viéc khai thac dau khi quoc, té, cho dén cudc tranh
chap chu quyén qudc gia 0 dao va bién Pong, qua dén van dé cong ngh¢ hoa va vi
tinh hoa cac nudc cham tién trong ky nguyén toan cau cho thé ky 21 bang thong minh
nhan tao (artificial intelligence). Tong cong khoang 3000 footnotes cho 8 tap. Nhitng
cai d6 c6 tac dong gi khong trén cac chlnh tri gia lam chinh sach? T61 nghi la khong.
Thé ma t6i van tiép tuc 1am cong viéc “gieo ma nay du c6 vé huu sém. Lai mot con
duong thién 1y thu 3.

3) Gido duc: Trong hon 11 nam day hoc, cac sinh vién (nam c6 nir o, den,
trang, vang, du sdc, tim dén t6i nhu mot ngudi hudéng dan (mentor), va mot s6 doan
thé cong doéng Viét Nam hay dua cho t6i viéc doc dién vin (keynote speaker). Thé
nhung, tat ca cac sinh vién ngheo, kém kha nang tiéng Anh ¢ Viét Nam, rat nhiéu em
xanh xao dm yéu tir ddng qué 1én tinh, khong bao gid c6 co hdi du hoc tai My: t6i bo
tay khong giup dugc cac em. Tiéng noi, 10i giang bai cta toi cling chang dén duoc tat
ca cac em mot cach hiru hiéu va truc tiép.

4) Nghé luat: Tur 1986, bat dau ngay lic méi ra trudng, t6i d3 bao chita mot s6
cac vu an thién nguyén khong lay thu lao, ma phi ton tong cong 1én ca trim ngan My
Kim (nhiéu vu an). Thi du: t6 hop Wilmer Cutler (bdy gio 13 Wilmer Hale), &
Washington , D.C. d3 dai tho cho t6i cdi mién phi cho ngudi con ctia mét cyu quan
nhan VNCH. Tuy thé, toi chua hé mé vin phong phuc vu cho nguoi Viét de kiém
sdng trong cong dong ngudi Viét. Cling chua hé phd bién trudc cong chung vé nhiing
cong trinh va cac vu an thién nguyén nay.



Nam t6i 1am tham phan, xay ra vu mot sinh vién y khoa Viét Nam bi giét chét
vi t6 chue skinhead. Néu vu nay da xur va ké pham to1 da phai dén toi, nhu mot “hate
crime,” thi qua cudc phong van ndy, 20 nim sau, toi xin nhd Bao But Tre va blog
Hoang Lan Chi chinh thirc gui loi t61 xin 16i dén ngudi me cia sinh vién bi danh chét.
Luc ay, vi chuc vy tham phan, t61 khong thé can thiép vao vu an, va toi da phai bo tay
lang yén dimg ngoai ndi dau kho va tiéng kéu thuong cua ba.

T6i d4 néi thang véi dong nghiép trong nghe luat: xin dung vi sy hién dién cua
téng thong Obama trong tdoa Bach Oc ma nghi rang viéc ky thi chung toc da hét o dat
nudc nay. Hién nay, c6 mot gia dinh Viét Nam ¢ mot thanh phd xa x6i khong thudc
vé thu phil cia nguoi ty nan Viét Nam, d3 1én tiéng xin sy ung ho cua cong ddng vi ho
1a nan nhan ky thi chung toc. T6i da noi chuyén nay voi mot sO doan thé thién nguyén
A Chau, ké ca t6 churc 80-20 (séng lap boi nguoi A Pong dau tién dac cur chirc vu Phé
Théng Doc tiéu bang Delaware). Khong t6 chirc nao mudn gitp gia dinh Viét Nam
ndy. T6i van con tlep tuc c6 gang tim. R4t budn ma phai néi véi chi Lan Chi, rang da
40 nam qua, cong dong Viét Nam van chua c6 mot co so toan qudc (national) véi
ngan sach dé ching ta bénh vuc 1an nhau vé mit luat phap (legal defense fund), nhat
1a vé ky thi chung toc hay vi pham nhan quyén.

5) Noi qua dia hat vin chuong: Nhing nhan xét ctia doc gia vé 3 cudn sach cua
t61 trén amazon.com cho thdy doc gia My c6 thay d6i cach nhin vé Viét Nam va ngudi
di dan, va c6 hiéu dugc tiéng noi ciia nhan vat va tac gia. Tuy nhién, nhiing dinh kién,
nhimg sai 1dm vé dir kién, nhitng xuyén tac, 4c y, bd quén hay bop méo lich sir, van
day day ngoai kia...

6) Viéc v& voi cua t6i cd anh hudng dén ai khong? Toi khéng 1 vi chua bao
gid ¢ didm phuc dugce trién 1dm, du rang c6 dem tranh di cho cong tac xi hoi. Vai lan
t6i dién thuyét trude cong ching Vé L’Art Brut, déu c6 ngudi mudén mua tranh, nhung
to1 chua ban, thi nhu’ng nguoi mudn mua tranh da.. . bién mat! Tuy nhién, t6i cam
nhan rang kiéu v& “sang tao béc ddng” cua t6i gan giii véi nhitng phu nit binh thuong,
bat ké mau da. Thi dy: co mot burc t6i v& ngudi phy nir tap hat ma khong hat duge vi
da bi chan ngay c6 hong béi mot canh hoa uat kim hwong mém mai, mang véc dang
cua mot nang vi nir ty hon....tdi dat tén buc tranh nay la “Diva and her tulip
dancer...” Hai phu nit, mdt nguoi chan hong nguoi kia? Hay 1a 2 hinh thai khac nhau
trong cung mot phy nit: mot xung dot ndi tdm? Buc tranh nay, khi toi chiéu b::ing
powerpoint, da lam mot phu nit da den trong ctr toa v cing xtc dong. Nhung rdi ba
ta ciing...bién mat!

13-HLC: Téi xin ghi nhan ciu néi ciia ¢d “ 40 nim qua, cong dong van chwa cé
mot co sé toan quoc dé bénh vuc dong hwong vé mat luat phap, nhat la l1anh vuc



ky thi va dinh kién”. Hy vong bai tim tinh nay sé dén tai cac vi luat s Viét khac

a ...biét ddu? To6i nghi 1a minh c6 quyén hy vong! Téi rat tha vi khi dwoc biét co
c6 vé chu tam lanh vyc gidi trir nan budon ngudi. C6 da lam nhirng gi trong lanh
vue nay? Va con chwong trinh hoc bong Fulbright?

DNN: 1) Té trang budn ngudi: Niam 2005, sau khi gidi truyén théng ctia My da
canh tinh chung ta vé cac nha chira & Cambodia va tré em Viét Nam . toi ciing nhu
bao nguoi khac da cam phaNm va rung dong. O dai hoc Denver , t6i mot minh lam
cong tac nghién ctru luat quoc té vé té trang buén nguoi. Nam 2008 toi 1én Hoa Thinh
Pbn dé dién thuyet cho sinh vién thuc tip vé van dé nay. Mai dén nam 2010, dai hoc
Seattle tim dén t6i va xin phép duoc ding két qua cta cong trinh nghién ctru. Qua nim
2011, bai, “Cau chuyén thuong tam cua Pong Nam A.” duoc dang & Seattle Journal
for Social Justice, co tit ca 183 footnotes. Seattle c6 dua 1én mang ludi va quy vi co
thé “download.” Toi dua ra 13 thir thach, 1 dé nghi vé xa hoi, va 8 dé nghi vé luat
phap, trong d6 c6 muc tiéu ndi rong chil thuyét “trach nhiém cta chinh phu” (state
responsibility doctrine) trong cong phap qudc té (public international law). Mubn
thie hién duoc chu thuyét ndy dé chdng nan budn ngudi xuyén qudc gia, can su ap
dung ctia thim phén lién bang Hoa Ky trong cac vu an lién quan dén dao luat “Alien
Tort Claims Act” cia My, va su thanh hinh cic co ciu luat phap xuyén qudc gia,
xuyén chinh phu, goi 1a “international criminal tribunals.”

2) Chuong trinh Fulbright: Day 1a chwong trinh gido duc qubc té ndi tiéng, lay
ngan sach tur Quéc Hd1, qua B6 Ngoai Giao va cac toa bBai St My. T6i chi la phﬁn t
thi hanh. C6 2 co ché trong Fulbright: co ché hoc béng cho sinh vién, va co ché hoc
gia — O ngoai vao My 1a dé tu nghiép, nhung tir My budc ra 1a cac hoc gia hay chuyén
gia xuat sic duoc tuyén chon dé giang day, nghién ctru, va truyén ba van hoa Hoa K.
T6i thudc vé co ché hoc gia, giang day luat kinh doanh va hién phap My bang tiéng
Anh, bao gom luén mdt cong trinh nghién ctru han 1am goi 13 “Law and Society.” Toi
cho rang muc tiéu cua Fulbright 1 van dung gido duc dé thay d6i bé mit thé gidi ciing
nhu cai nhin vé nuéc My. Fulbright d3 dugc dua vao VNCH trude 1975, va chinh
cha t6i 1a mot trong nhimg hoc gia Fulbright dau tién cua Viét Nam duoc ngudi My
dua qua day tu nghiép. Theo toi, chuwong trinh Fulbright tiéu biéu cho mot phan chinh
sach d6i ngoai cia Hoa Ky d6i véi Viét Nam ngay hom nay.

14-HLC: Trudéc khi tam biét xin cho biét ké hoach 5 nim, 10 nim sip téi ciia
c6?

DNN: Toi co nhic dén so so rdi. Nhimng cai gi chua lam ma mudn lam thi s&
phai c6 gang lam trude khi gia ldo. Con duge hay khong la chuyén khac. Toi nhac
lai, nhitng con duong thién ly... Néu chi Lan Chi doi héi chi tiét ké hoach tuong lai,



t6i xin tra 1oi gian tiép:
Nha kinh té John Maynard Keynes da thdt 1én cdu bat hu: “Trong dai han, tat
cd ching ta déu sé chét.” Tu tudng gia Benjamin Franklin thi néi theo kiéu My rat u
1a thuc té: “Trén doi nay chi c¢é hai viéc chdc chdn: dong thué, va chét” Albert
Camus thi ddm chiéu: “Cdch cong hién thdt hao hiép cho twong lai la cong hién tat
cd cho hién tai.” (Cau nay kho dich; toi xin viét nguyén tac: “La véritable générosité
envers [’avenir consiste a tout donner au present!”).
Chuc blog Hoang Lan Chi ludn ludn nhu déa hoa lan quy toa huong dudi ning

7
A

am.

HLC: Xin cam on ¢6 Dwong Nhw Nguyén. Ong Nguyén Ngoc Anh, Cuu Chi
Tich cong dong NVQG Arizona di viét cho téi nhuw sau trong nhirng thw tir ca
nhan qua mail : “ Cé ta (DNN) la vién ngoc quy, can dwgc khdm phd (hay diing
hon, cin tao co hdi cho ngwoi khic kham phd.) Tw cich. Tham thuy. Cé tinh tu
din tpc. C6 chiéu sdu triét hoc. Anh khéng ding chiv 'khon khéo' vi né thwong
dong nghia véi khong chin thit, nhung co6 ta la ngwoi biét cdch tra 1oi dé 16i kéo
déc gid vé véi suy nghi ciia minh.”

Téi nghi, téi da phan nao hoan thanh nhiém vu. Bai tAm tinh nay la co hdi toi giri
Dwong Nhuw Nguyén dén véi moi nguwoi. Truwée toi di c6 Luwu Nguyén Pat,
Nguyén Xuan Hoang, Viét Bing nhung cai cich mét phu nir dén véi mét phu nir
nhw t6i dén véi cd, ¢ 1& toi 1a ngudi diu tién? Con dwong thién 1y c6 ngian hon
ching khi ¢é nguwoi kham pha hay dong hanh?

Xin tam bi¢t va hen m{t tam tinh khac.

Hoang Lan Chi thuc hién 2012

Moi doc tiép:

[1] http://www.vietbang.com/index.php?c=article&p=1788. Bai viét ctia dng Luu
Nguyén Pat c6 tya dé “ THAN PHAN, PINH MENH VA TRUYEN THONG TRONG
DAUGHTERS OF THE RIVER HUONG [CON GAI CUA SONG HUONG]

[2] http://vanmagazine.saigonline.com/HTML-
N/NguyenXuanHoangST/STNguyenXuanHoang200507.php. Bai viét ciia Nguyén
Xuan Hoang
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