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Pay 1a mot cudn sach bién soan rat cong phu cua hai nha nghién
ctru x3 hoi hoc n6i danh hién nay tai My. Cudn sach trinh bay
nhirng nhan dinh that sau sic vé su bién chuyén trong doi séng tim
linh va van hoa ctia nguoi dan My, dac biét trong vong 50 ndm vao
cudi thé ky XX gan day. Cac tac gia da dya trén nhiing thong ke,
diéu tra (survey), phong Van gan day nhat, va di tham khao du thur
tu liu co gia tri trong suot qua trinh tim hiéu can nhic, dé roi di t6i
duoc nhitng nhan dinh tong hop ranh mach vé mot trong nhitng
van dé rat quan trong va phong phu ctua khu vuc xa hdi dan sy hién
nay tai nu¢c My.

Tac gia thu nhat, Robert Putnam 1a gido su ky cuu tai dai hoc
Harvard, tung 1a khoa trudng ciia Kennedy School of Government
va 1 chi tich Hiép hoi Khoa hoc Chinh tri Hoa ky. Ong ciing 14 tac
gia ctia kha nhiéu cudn sach, trong d6 cuén “Bowling Alone : The
Collapse and Revival of American Community” xuat ban nam
2000 thudc loai sach ban chay nhat (bestseller). Trong cuon nay,
tac gia canh bao vé sy giam st nghiém trong vé nguon vbn x4 hoi
(social capital) trong x3 hoi nudec My vao cudi thé ky XX.

Tac gia khac, David Campbell cling la mot gido su tai dai hoc
Notre Dame danh tiéng ¢ Indiana va 13 mot chuyén gia vé ton gido,
chinh tri va chinh sach cong cong. Ong nay cung la tac gia cua mot
s6 cudn sach, trong d6 c6 cudn duge nhidu ngudi chi ¥ : “Why we
vote : How Schools and Communities Shape Our Civic Life ?”

Ngay nhan dé toan bd cia cudn sach dai tong cong trén 680 trang
cling da cho nguoi doc hinh dung dugc gia tri cua cong trinh



nghién ctru khoa hoc rat céng phu, d6 so va nghiém tuc cta hai tac
gia limg danh nay, nhan dé d6 ghi chi tiét nhu sau :
American Grace
How Religion Divides and Unites Us
(Hong phiic nudc M§ : Ton gido chia r& va két hop giita chiing ta
nhu thé ndo).

Cudn sach dugc phan bd chu yéu trong 15 chuong dai 550 trang,
kém theo 2 phan phu luc va phan ghi cha xuat xt dai khoang 100
trang. Xin ghi tiéu dé ctia mot sé chuong dang cha ¥ nhu sau
*Chuong 1 : Su Phan cuc va Pa nguyén ton giao & My (Religious
Polarization and Pluralism).

*Chuong 6 : Nhirng sang kién d6i moi trong Ton gido
(Innovations in Religion).

*Chuong 7 & 10 : Nhitng déan vin minh hoa : Séc toc, Gidi tinh
va Ton gido — Ton gido va Chinh tri dan ké v&i nhau ra sao?
(Vignettes)

*Chuong 11 : Tén gido trong Poi séng Chinh tri nudec My
(Religion in American Politics).

*Chuong 15 cubi cung : Hong phiic nuéc My : Mot dan toc bao
dung ndi két nhitng chia cach ton gido nhu thé nao (America ‘s
Grace : How a Tolerant Nation Bridges Its Religious Divides)

A — My nét chinh yéu trong cubn sach.
Nhin qua cudn sach, ta c6 thé ghi nhan mot s6 diém nhu sau :

- Tur lau, nguoi My van ¢ niém tin ton gido sdu sic, nhung

cling rat khac nhau trong cach hanh dao. Ma ho lai co tinh
than bao dung dic biét vé ton gido. Trong may thap nién gan
day, bbi canh sinh hoat ton gido da thay doi o rét.

- Tur dau thap nién 1960, nuoc My da trai qua 3 cudc chan
dong that manh mé vé mit ton gido. Trudc hét, trong thap
nién 1960 viéc hanh dao bat dau giam st nhiéu. Roi vao thap
nién 1970 va 1980, da xay ra phong trao phan tng bao thu
vO1 su phat trién manh mé ctia phai hiru, thuong duoc goi la
truyén thong “ Tin Lanh Evangelical”. Va tir thap nién 1990,
thi gidi tré bat dau tach khoi su lién két giita ton gido voi chu



truong chinh tri bao thu, ho xa ro1 cac gido hdi, nhung lai
khong nhét thiét tir bo niém tin ton gido.

- Hau qua la dang c6 su phan cuc moi ngay mot 16n rong —
hang ngti bao thu va thé tuc phong khoang mdi bén déu co su
gia tang vé sd luong ngudi theo, cing luc Vol sO ngudi 6n
hoa & vao phia giira hai bén. S6 nguoi tu xép minh khong
sinh hoat v&i mot nha tho nao - dugc tac gia goi la “nones’-
d3 gia ting trong vai chuc nam gan day tir 5% lén dén trén
25%, nhat 1a trong 16p ngudi tré.

- Vi nhiéu hon nhan két hop giira ngudi theo ton gido khac
nhau (Interfaith marriage), trong cac gia dinh da co su chap
thuan dé dang vé su khac biét trong nép song ton gido. Tac
gia néu ra mo hinh “Nguyén ly Di Susan” (Aunt Susan
Principle) dé dién ta hién tuong trong nha c6 mot ba di dao
dtre, thanh thién, nhung ma lai ¢6 niém tin ton gido khac biét
v6i da s0 trong gia dinh.

- Trong sudt cudn sach, nguoi doc ¢o thé dé dang nhan ra
nhirng kham ph4 that 1y tha dén ngac nhién cua céc tac gia,
dién hinh nhu : * C6 dén khoang 40% céc gia dinh két hon
gitta nguoi thudce ton gido khac nhau - * C6 dén mot phan ba
dan My da thay doi ton gido cach nay hay cach khac - * Ca
nhirng nguoi sing dao cling tin tudng rang ngudi theo ton
giso khac van duoc 1én thién dang - * Ngudi theo dao thuong
cling 12 ngudi lang giéng tot va tham gia nhiéu hon vao cac
viéc tu thién nhan dao...

- Trong nhiéu thap nién sip t6i, day c6 thé coi nhu 1a cudn
sach quan trong nhat trinh bay vé doi song tén gido & nudc
M¥, va ciing 1a mot tai liéu thiét yéu cho su tim hiéu vé vin
hoa trong xa ho1 My hién nay vay.

B — Gid1 thi¢u mot vai chuong dién hinh.

Chuong 9 : Tinh Pa dang, Séc toc va Ton gido (trang 260-319)
(Diversity, Ethnicity, and Religion)

La mot dan toc gom nhiéu thé hé nguoi di dan tir cac dia phuong

khac nhau trén thé gi6i t6i 1ap nghiép tai nudc My, nén quc gia



nay co tinh chat da dang noi bat vé mit chung toc, cling nhu vé
truyen thdng ton gido va van hoa. Noi chung, thi nguo1 My co tinh
than ton gido cao do (high religiosity) két hop véi sy da dang vé
sdc thc va chiing toc (ethno-racial diversity). Nguoi Tin Lanh Da
den va nguoi Do Thai déu co su lién két chat ché vé mit chung toc
va ton giao; ma hon nira, ho ciing thudng c6 su dong nhat trong
hoat dong chinh tri.
Nguoi My gbc Latinh hién dang gép phan lam gia ting anh hudng
ctia dao Cong gido La ma trong xa hoi My. Nguoi di dan gdc tir
mién Bac Au chiu va nudc Pue van giir dugc truyén thong cua Tin
Lanh theo giao phai Lutheran.

Va trong s6 nguoi da trang, thi tir ba chuc nim nay, ti 1é chong hon
nhan dj ching, ciing nhu nan ky thi danh gia thap dbi v6i ngudi da
den da giam bot dang ké, hién chi con chimg 5% van giit thanh
kién ky thi nay.

Chuong 13 - Ton gido va tinh cach Lang giéng t6t (trang 442-492)

(Religion and Good Neighborliness)

Cudc diéu tra rat quy mo lay tén 1a “Faith Matters Survey” thuc
hién ndm 2006 cho ta thiy rang : ngudi sung dao thi tham gia cong
viéc thién nguyén nhiéu hon va lai dong gop vao cac du an tir thién
nhan dao hon 1a ngudi khong 6 niém tin tén gido. Nguoi ngoan
dao lai con tham gia tich cyc vao cong tac phuc vu cong déng tal
16i x6m dia phuong noi ho sinh song.

Bang nhiéu biéu do thiét 1ap rat cong phu, tac gia chimg minh su
dong gop cho xa hoi dudi nhiéu hinh thirc nhu tién bac, thoi gian
cong tac thién nguyén do 16p nguoi sung dao thyc hién thuong
xuyén. Tac gia con néu ra sy tin nhiém ctia quan chung thi thudng
& muc cao dbi v6i nhitng ngudi 6 long sung dao.

Cac tac gia cling xac nhan su quan sat cua nha nghién ctru thoi
danh Alexis de Tocqueville thuc hién vao hoi dau thé ky XIX tai
M§ rang : “T6n gido dong goép nhiéu cho nén dan chu ¢ nudec My”.
Boi vi thong thuong nguot My ngoan dao nao thi cling 1a mot lang
giéng tot va 1a nguoi cong dén tich cuc nita. Ly do chinh yéu 13 do
su gén b6 mat thiét v4i sinh hoat trong cdng doan tin hiru, nén



nguoi sung dao dé dang hudng tmg voi hoat dong tir thién xa hdi,
thém vao véi cong tac thuan tuy ton gido.

Chuong 15 —Nhan dinh tong két : Hong phtc nudc My (trang 516 -
550)

(America’s Grace: How a Tolerant Nation Bridges Its Religious
Divides)

Nudc My chia r& vé phuong dién ton gido, nhung so voi cac lanh
vuc khac nhu chung toc, giai cap hay chinh tri, thi sy chia 1€ nay
ctng lai nho hon nhleu Da 56 nguoi My van coi Tén gido 1a mot
chat keo (glue) gan hen cac thanh phan dan tdc lai vo1 nhau. Va
cac nha lanh dao quéc gla tu Tong théng J efferson hoi xua cho den
Obama ngay nay, thi déu néi t6i Thién chtia, mdi khi phai 1én tiéng
kéu goi su doan két cua dan toc trude nhirng bién ¢b nghi€ém trong
nao. Tu chinh 4n s6 1 van duoc ton trong dé bao dam tinh chét da
nguyén vé ton gido trong xa hoi My. Thong ké mdi nhat naim 2006
cho ta thdy c6 dén 80% ngudi My coi trong sy da dang vé ton gido
(religious diversity).

Trong ndi bd mdi gia dinh, thi dang c6 nhitng nguoi cé niém tin
ton giao khac nhau, ma van thuan thao chép nhan su khac biét do.
Ma trong s6 may ban bé than thiét nhat, thi ciing luén c6 ngudi ban
lai c6 niém tin khac véi minh. Téac gia con néu ra md hinh
“Nguyén ly Ban Al cua t61” (My Friend Al Principle) - cling tuong
tu nhu “Nguyén 1y Di Susan™ da ghi ¢ trén — dé lam no1 bat su than
thiét trong moi quan hé gitra ban hitu, mic dau ho ¢ niém tin tén
giao khac nhau.

RO rang 1a Tén gido duge coi nhu 13nh vuc riéng tu ciia moi ca
nhan (privacy), ma moi nguoi khac déu phai ton trong. Va da s6
ngudi My ngay nay déu cong nhén rang : “ Ciing c¢6 nhitng chan 1y
can ban ¢ trong nhiéu t6n gido khac 7, chur khong phai chi duy
nhat trong ton gi4o riéng ctia minh, thi méi cé chan 1y ma thoi.
Noi vén tét lai, cAc tac gia lac quan trudce su kién la nho mang ludi
cac moi lién hé than thiét gitra cac c4 nhan dan két chit ché day
dac v6i nhau, ma xa hoi nudc My ngay nay dang bao dam duogc
tinh trang da nguyén vé tén giao. Cac mdi lién hé than thiét trong
gia dinh, cling nhu gitta ban hiru ngoai x4 hoi di gitp cho su két



hop dugc tinh cach da dang ton giao voi long sung dao cua cac tin
d6 theo dudi cac niém tin ton gido khac nhau. Va d6 méi chinh 13
“Hong phuc ctia nude My” ¢ vao dau thé ky XXI vay.

C — Mot cong trinh nghién ctiru dugc danh gia cao.

Cudn sach American Grace vira mdi ra mat cong chiing chua day
mot nam, ma da duoc nhiéu thirc gia va gidi phé binh danh gia rat
cao. Cu thé nhu sir gia Doris Kearns Goodwin, thi ba ghi rang :
“Pay la mdt cong trinh vi dai, mot mo ta dya trén nén mong cua su
nghién ctru dd s6... Ro rét, do 1a mét chién théng.”

Hoc gia Cornel West thuoc Trung tam Nghién clru nguoi M gé)c
Phi chéu, Pai hoc Princeton, thi viét : “ American Grace tic thoi
d3 tro thanh mot van ban dung tiéu chuin. Cudn sach rat can thiét
cho sy tim hiéu vé nén vin hoa tén gido da nguyén cua ching ta.
Va sach nay ciling goi hiing cho chiing ta phai dao sau thém nira
nén dan chu dai két cua chiing ta” (our ecumenical democracy).
Giao su Jim Cullen day tai Truong Fieldston, New Y ork, thi viét :
“ Buic thong diép chinh yéu cia American Grace 14 :” Nhiing chia
r& xa hoi vi 1y do ton gido trong 16i séng & My thi rd rét 1a khong
quan trong béng vai tro cua Ton giao nhu 1a mdt thi chét keo dinh
c6 kha nang gan chit trong xa hoi
Vao dau nam 2011, trong mdt cugc phong van kha dai véi chuong
trinh “Faith and Leadership” (Niém Tin va Lanh dao), tac gia
Robert Putnam di ¢ dip nhan manh thém rang : “ Tac gia David
Campbell va t61 déu c6 an tugng sau sic vé muc do cac ton giao o
M§ da ludn cb ging thich nghi va rat sang tao tu nhiéu thé ky nay.
D6 1a khia canh doc ddo gan nhu duy nhat ctia nudc My, néu so
sanh v&i nhitng noi khac trén thé gidi...” Gido su Putnam ciing lai
canh giac rang : “ Nhitng t6n gido ma khong chiu thich nghi d6i
moi, nhimg toén giao ma qua dinh liu voi chinh tri, thi nhat dinh 13
khong thé ton tai lau bén duoc”.

Ciing trong cudc phong van nay, gido su Putnam con giai thich ro
rang thém : “Nguoi Thién chua gido da den (Black Christians) c6
thai 6 kha 1a khoan dung, hon 13 nguoi Thién chia gido da tring,
d6i voi ngudi Muslim. Tai sao vay? Do 1a do ¢6 ngudi Muslim da



den 6 My. Nhiéu ngudi da den ¢6 Di Susan theo dao Muslim
(Muslim Aunt Susan). Va tai nhiéu noi trong nudc My ma van con
sot lai nan bat khoan dung vé ton gido, cu thé nhu d6i vai nguoi
theo dao Mormon hay dao Phat. D6 1a vi chung ta chua c6 nhiéu
nhirng Di Susan theo dao Mormon hay theo dao Phat...” (Mormon
Aunt Susan, Buddhist Aunt Susan).

Pé tom tat lai, nguoi viét xin nhic thém mot 1an nira rang : Pay 1a
mot cudn sach nghién ctru rat ¢ gia tri vé sinh hoat ton gido trong
xa hoi My ngay nay & vao dau thé ky XXI. Cac tac gia da day cong
suu tim nghién ctru, va nghi€ém tic phan tich nhan dinh toan di¢n
van dé theo ding véi phuong phap khoa hoc, khach quan va vo tu.

Va xin tran trong g101 thi¢u cubn sach quy bau nay dén voi quy
ban doc mudn tim hiéu sau xa hon vé sinh hoat cuia dong chinh
trong xa hoi nudc My hién nay vay./

California, thang Bay nam 2011
Doan Thanh Liém



